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The demolition project at Paulsboro
Terminal is rapidly progressing with tanks and
buildings coming down quickly, efficiently, and
safely. Residents have probably noticed
increased truck traffic to cart away steel, piping,
and other debris. But did you ever wonder
what happens to all that material once it leaves
the site? The disposal of demolition material
actually involves a substantial amount of 
coordination and planning. That’s because
much of the material is recycled or reused for
other projects.

Before the above ground tanks can
be taken down, they first have to be cleaned
out. Although the tanks had previously been
emptied, many of them still have oily products
on the bottom that were unable to be pumped
out. Cleaning a tank can take 20 to 30 days
with a crew of five people. The first task is to 
utilize a vacuum truck to remove all flowable 
liquids. Then a large door is cut in the side of
the tank to allow easy access for the tank 
cleaning crews and their equipment. The oily
sludge is then removed using a front-end
loader and placed in watertight containers for
off-site removal. Over 550,000 gallons of 
residual tank contents from Paulsboro have
been transported off site, then reprocessed and
reblended for industrial use.

Once all heavy solids have been
removed from the tanks, light diesel fuel oil is
applied to remove the remaining residue. After
workers mop and squeegee the tank floor, the

liquids are vacuumed out. A final high-pressure
rinse on the inside of the tank finishes the job.
A full health and safety inspection is then 
conducted and the tank is certified gas free by
marine chemists prior to demolition.

After the tanks are cleaned, they are
taken down, and their steel is cut up, 
transported off site, and recycled. Besides the
residual tank contents and steel, many other
materials are reused as well. For example, over
1,000 feet of piping from the Terminal have
been used in an ethanol project at the BP 
terminal in Carteret, NJ. This piping is helping 
to get the project online more quickly, an
important contribution in light of the fact that
ethanol is being used more and more to
replace MTBE as an oxygenate in fuel.  In 
addition, 133 valves from the site have been
placed in the BP Northeast Valve Pool. Valves
can be quite expensive to buy or replace, and
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Smaller tanks are pulled down, then cut up so
that the steel can be recycled off site.

Larger tanks such as Tank 4 are split apart while
standing.

Doors are cut in the tank walls to provide easier
access for the tank cleaning crews and their
equipment.
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Upcoming in Next Pipeline:
• Soil Vapor Extraction/Air Sparging Upgrades
• Web News
• Demo Wrap-up
• Redevelopment Update

MEMO
To: Paulsboro Residents

Date: May 2004

Re: Overview of Activities
in Upcoming Months

• Continue site demolition
activities

• Submit groundwater capture
analysis to NJDEP

• Submit updated groundwater
use investigation with findings 
of new well search to NJDEP

• Implement NJDEP-approved 
upgrades to LNAPL recovery
system

Once the source area characterization has been completed, the
results will be used to evaluate the most appropriate 
remediation technologies.  The goal for this year is to obtain
enough information to determine the most appropriate method
of remediating these areas, so that impacts can be reduced.

ISRA Update
The Site Investigation Report (SIR), which detailed the 

findings from the Site Investigation (SI), was submitted to the
NJDEP in the beginning of May. This report included results 
from extensive soil, sediment, and surface water sampling in a
total of approximately 550 different locations. It also included 
a workplan for the next phase of ISRA, the Remedial
Investigation (RI). The RI helps determine the extent of impacts,
both horizontally (how far) and vertically (how deep). Pending
NJDEP approval, the RI could be completed by the end 
of the year.

(Focus Changes on Deep Groundwater Investigation, 
continued from page 3)


