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The Paulsboro Terminal has officially
become the new home of the largest solar
power field on the East Coast. 

On April 22, in celebration of Earth
Day, Senator Jon Corzine, Congressman Rob
Andrews, Mayor John Burzichelli, and other
dignitaries participated in the inauguration of
the solar field. The project represents the 
culmination of three years of planning by BP
and local and state officials and is a major step
forward in BP’s efforts to facilitate productive
reuse of the site.

“This solar field represents a step 
forward for both our economy and our 
environment,” said Senator Corzine prior to 
the inauguration. Addressing the crowd
assembled for the ceremony, he added “BP is
doing an extraordinary thing in investing in the
future.”

The solar power system helps
reduce air emissions, including greenhouse
gases, by providing up to 30 percent of the
power needed for environmental cleanup of
the terminal. This power helps to run the
groundwater treatment plant and soil vapor
extraction system located at the terminal. It
generates approximately 350,000 kilowatt-
hours a year in clean electricity, reducing
emissions of carbon dioxide by 571,000 lbs.
per year, sulfur dioxide by 1,600 lbs. per year
and nitrogen oxide by 1,100 lbs. per year.

“This is a very important day for the
people of Paulsboro, and for the region, as we
stand on an exhausted industrial site and make
energy for its reuse,” said Mayor Burzichelli.

Solar power is silent, produces no
emissions, and uses no fuel other than 
sunlight, making it the most environmentally
friendly method of power generation known.
Photovoltaic devices, or solar cells, convert light
directly into electricity. They are usually made of
silicon, with traces of other elements. Silicon is
the second most common element on the
earth’s surface and is non-toxic when used in
solar modules. Since solar cells generate 
electricity from light and not heat, they 
actually operate more efficiently in cooler
weather. They even work on cloudy days,
although their output is reduced.

Solar Power
Comes to
Paulsboro

Volume III, Issue No. 3

4

An aerial view of Paulsboro terminal and the
solar field.
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“Earth Day is about protecting the environment,
making sure we’re stewards today for our 
children’s future and their children’s future,” said
Senator Jon Corzine, speaking to the assembled
crowd on April 22.

(continued from page 3)
partnership with the federal government, with both Senator Torricelli 
during his term and now Senator Corzine, and their commitment of grant
money for infrastructure study, the Delaware Valley Regional Planning
Commission and their financial support to conduct a study of the overpass, all
of these factors have us on track to execute the plan as presented in Phase II.

Q: What steps is the borough taking in order to secure redevelopment
money?
A: The municipality, and in particular the site, fit perfectly with the state plan
and its call to reinvest in our existing infrastructure, and to convert industrial
sites that have been exhausted or have passed their useful life into new uses.
The town is well poised to do this and has begun to make the case that the
investment in the BP Paulsboro site is really smart. It means jobs, it means tax
revenue, it means reusing an existing industrial site, without taking over 
farmland or taking down one tree, and in the process bringing new life to an
area that’s well-suited as far as its transportation network, and is ready to 
reinvent itself. So, the whole strategy fits perfectly and the town has of course
made an investment in its grant writers and planners to support making 
Phase II a reality.

Q: Do you think there are ways that BP can improve communication 
regarding the project?
A: We’re always looking for ways for both ourselves and BP to move faster, not
only with the cleanup, but with redevelopment as well. We’re constantly 
trying to find ways to improve the process, but we are so far ahead of where
we were seven years ago.

Q: What about your future plans regarding Paulsboro and the state of NJ?
A: It’s up to the people of Paulsboro. I stand for re-election this year as Mayor
and I’m seeking re-election to my seat in the General Assembly, so the people
of Paulsboro play a significant role in whether or not they’d like to continue to
have me serve them publicly or make another choice. It’s up to the voters.

MEMO
To: Paulsboro Residents
Date: July 2003
Re: Overview of Activities

in Upcoming Months

• Implement upgrades to LNAPL 
recovery system pending 
approval by NJDEP 

• Continue groundwater
monitoring

• Continue sampling of
municipal wells

• Complete Site Investigation
Workplan (SIW), which
includes an additional 470 soil
borings, 33 sediment samples
and 17 surface water samples
from around the site.

• Complete sampling of 6 additional
deep groundwater wells as part of
ongoing deep groundwater
investigation

Upcoming in Next Pipeline:
• Soil and Groundwater: Progress and Plans
• Groundwater Modeling
• LNAPL recovery gets a boost
• Deep Groundwater Update


